
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE 

For the week of August 4, 2014 

 

Northern California 

Marin County tobacco regulation 
The County held a first reading of an ordinance that would ban the sale of tobacco and tobacco 
products at pharmacies in unincorporated parts of Marin County.  The second reading will be held 
August 5, 2014. 
 

Monterey County Carryout Bags  

The Board of Supervisors followed the staff recommendation to move their county ordinance on to 

the consent calendar. Although the County moved forward with the traditional “ban/charge” model, 

they modified what constitutes a reusable bag, increasing the thickness of a reusable plastic bag 

from the standard 2.25mils to 4mils. This should cause concern for retailers as this shift in reusable 

bag definition is the latest in what seems to be an emerging trend coming out of that region.  

 
Oakland minimum wage 
The City Council voted to abandon a plan that called for a gradual increase in the city's minimum 
wage for nonprofits and small businesses.  Instead, the voters will have an opportunity to consider 
a more aggressive proposal on the November ballot. 
 

Southern California 

Los Angeles tobacco regulation 
The City Attorney’s office announced a 30-day suspension of tobacco licenses to 14 retailers cited 
twice in the last five years for selling to young people. The suspensions will prohibit the retailers, all 
located near schools, from displaying, selling or offering for sale cigarettes or other tobacco 
products. 
 
San Diego Amazon Fresh 
Amazon Fresh is now offering grocery delivery service in San Diego. Customers can pick among 
500,000 products, from milk and cheese to shampoo and batteries. 
 
San Diego minimum wage 
The City Council approved the second reading of an ordinance that would increase the minimum 
wage to $11.50 by 2017 and give local workers the right to earn paid sick leave.  Mayor Faulconer 
vowed to veto the proposed ordinance, but the 6-vote majority in favor of the proposal would be 
enough to override a mayoral veto.   A coalition of businesses is working on organizing a ballot 
referendum to overturn the measure. 
 
San Diego smoking regulations 



The City Council unanimously voted to approve an ordinance that regulates how e-cigarettes can be 

sold, requiring special permits for businesses that sell them and prohibiting sales from vending 

machines. 
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