
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE 
For the week of March 10, 2014 
 
Northern California 
Fresno Shopping Carts 
The Fresno City Council has made amend ants to its shopping cart ordinance to ensure 
compliance and more easily handle stolen shopping carts. The ordinance still only requires 
mandatory cart retrieval, but does include some reporting of store efforts to retain and 
retrieve carts. 
 
Walnut Creek Carryout Bags 
Walnut Creek passed on first reading a carryout bag ordinance impacting all retailers 
including restaurants. They also amended the ordinance to not allow free carryout bags for 
consumers utilizing SNAP and WIC benefits. 
 
San Rafael Carryout Bags 
San Rafael has passed its carryout bag ordinance based on a Marin County regional model 
which bans single-use plastic bags and mandates a charge on single-use paper bags 
 
Novato Carryout Bags 
Novato has passed its carryout bag ordinance based on a Marin County regional model 
which bans single-use plastic bags and mandates a charge on single-use paper bags 
 
Southern California 
Beverly Hills bag ban ordinance 
The City Council introduced an ordinance to amend the municipal code to implement a ban 
on single-use carryout bags.  The ordinance, modeled after the Los Angeles County 
ordinance, would initially impact supermarkets, large retail stores with pharmacies, small 
grocery stores, convenience stores, pharmacies and food marts. 
 
Indio study session on CVAG bag ban model ordinance 
The City of Indio held a study session on the Coachella Valley Association of Governments 
(CVAG) model ordinance that bans the use of single-use carryout bags.  CVAG introduced a 
regional model ordinance last week to encourage regional consistency for cities 
considering introducing an ordinance to address the issue.  
 
Desert Hot Springs reading on bag ban ordinance 
The City Council held its first reading on their ordinance that would amend the municipal 
code to ban the use of single-use carryout bags.   
 
Pasadena extends recycling facilities moratorium 
The City Council held a second reading and extended the existing moratorium on the 
approval of new recycling facilities, the expansion or modification of existing facilities, and 
the resumption of discontinued legal nonconforming facilities for an additional year (to 
March 11, 2015).  Currently, only 4 of the 5 convenience zones in the city are operating and 



one of the zones has received an exemption from the state.  The current moratorium 
requires all new recycling centers to apply for a full conditional use permit. 
 

 

 

 


