
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE 

For the week of November 10, 2014 

 

Northern California 

San Francisco Minimum Wage 

San Francisco’s minimum wage will rise to $15 per hour in 2018. With over 70% of the votes San 

Francisco will join Seattle with the highest minimum wage in the country. This proposal received 

little in the way of opposition and in fact was supported by many businesses, mostly from the tech 

sector. San Francisco has had a minimum wage in place since 2004 which is currently at $10.74 per 

hour.   

Oakland Minimum Wage 

By more than 80% Oakland voters approved an ordinance which raises the minimum wage in the 

city to $12.25 per hour and require employers to offer at least five days of sick leave to all 

employees, with larger businesses required to provide nine days of sick leave. 

Berkeley Soda Tax 

Nearly 75% of voters in Berkeley approved a 1-cent per ounce tax on sugar sweetened beverages. 

The measure only needed a simple majority to pass and proceeds go the city’s general fund where it 

can be spent for any purpose. The tax is placed on the distribution of the product and is not 

mandated to be passed on to the consumer. 

San Francisco Soda Tax 

San Francisco failed to pass their 2-cent per ounce tax on sugar sweetened beverages which need 

2/3 of voters to approve. While the measure received over a majority of votes at 54% the tax 

proceeds were designated for specific health and wellness purposes triggering the 2/3 vote 

requirement. 

 

Southern California 

Jurupa Valley calrecycle grant 
The City Council authorized submittal of applications for all CalRecycle grants the city is eligible to 

apply to. 

South Pasadena smoking regulations 
The City Council held a first reading and introduction of an ordinance amending the municipal code 

definitions to add electronic smoking devices to the prohibition of smoking in public places and in 

places of work. 



 

 

 

 


