
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE 
For the week of July 22, 2013 
 

Southern California 
Riverside County 
Riverside County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to amend the ordinance 
regarding food handler cards.  Amendments include making available an online test to 
receive food handler certification and shortening the window from two weeks to one week 
for a new employee to receive a food handler card.   
 
City of Malibu 
On July 29, the Planning Commission will consider a formula retail ordinance that would 
require a fairly lengthy CUP process for any formula retail store that has more than 10 
stores in the U.S.  As of now, grocery stores are exempt.  CGA will continue to monitor. 
 
City of Ontario 
The Ontario City Council amended their code to fix a previous oversight and allow grocery 
stores to develop downtown.  They also deleted the CUP process for grocery stores. 
 
Northern California 

City of Visalia 
On Monday, July 15 the Visalia Council voted to move forward with a policy that would 
mandate cart retrieval for existing retailers and force costly cart containment systems for 
new store locations or remodels to existing stores.  CGA argued that the City should remove 
the mandate for containment systems and rather allow all stores an opportunity to pursue 
aggressive cart retrieval contracts with City authority to mandate containment if those 
steps come up short.  The City will take the next three weeks to work with industry and 
City staff to seek creative solutions and return on August 5 to make a final decision.  If the 
Council proceeds with the proposal as outlined at the July 15 meeting, the new mandates 
would take effect in early September. 
 
City of Truckee 
The City of Truckee will hold a workshop on July 24 to discuss moving forward with single-
use carryout bag regulation.  CGA has been asked to present to stakeholders and discuss 
the industry’s experience with regulation in other California jurisdictions. 
 
Sacramento County 
The County will consider a new alcohol ordinance for unincorporated areas of the County. 
The proposal requires the issuance of a conditional use permit for bars and for convenience 
stores, liquor stores, and markets that propose a Type 20 or 21 liquor license.  Markets and 
other stores over 15,000 square feet in size and with less than 10% of the shelving area 
devoted to alcohol sales would be exempt. The County has asked us to a participate in a 
stakeholder meeting next week.   
 
 



Monterey County 
The County will hear a presentation on a draft ordinance regarding carryout bags on July 
30.  The current ordinance bans single-use plastic bags and mandates a ten cent charge on 
paper bags for all retailers.  The ten cent charge would last one year, with a price increase 
to 25 cents after the first year.  This would affect all unincorporated areas of Monterey 
County.   
 


